
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Intermittent clashes resumed 

in Al Bayda in December. No 

major new displacements 

were reported. 

 Protection threats remain a 

grave concern in Al Bayda. 

In December, 15 school girls 

were killed in an attack, and 

10 schools were occupied by 

militants (since vacated).  

 The number of acutely 

malnourished children in 

Yemen fell 16 per cent in 

2014. The drop is attributed 

mainly to aid programmes. 

 Absolute humanitarian 

funding declined 15 per cent 

in 2014.  

 24 migrants reportedly 

drowned off the coast of 

Yemen in late December. 

FIGURES 

People in need of 
humanitarian aid 

14.7 m 

Food insecure people 10.6 m 

People without 
access to safe water 
and sanitation 

13.1 m 

People without 
access to adequate 
health care 

8.6 m 

Acutely malnourished 
children 

840,000 

Sources: UNHCR, WFP, OCHA, 
WHO, UNICEF 

FUNDING 

596 million  
requested (US$) 

 

56% funded 
 

Clashes resume in Al Bayda Governorate  
Humanitarian impact remains limited despite growing tensions  

Intermittent clashes resumed in Al Bayda Governorate in December, mainly involving 
fighters affiliated with Al Houthis, Al Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and their 
tribal allies.  

As the first round of clashes in Al 
Bayda subsided at the end of 
November, humanitarian partners 
visited affected areas to assess 
needs. According to the final 
report, about 500 families 
remained displaced at the 
beginning of December. Basic 
assistance – food, essential items 
and water filters – were then 
delivered to these families. At the 
time, most remaining displaced 
people were preparing to return 
home; their return was confirmed 
in a follow-up rapid assessment. 

Intermittent clashes and bombing 
attacks picked up again the second week of December. Fighting escalated in some 
locations towards the end of the month – notably around Khubzah village, where parties 
to the conflict reportedly used artillery and rocket-propelled grenades. The direct 
humanitarian impact of these clashes appears limited – only minor, temporary 
displacement and very few civilian casualties were reported.  

15 school girls killed in Rada’ bombing, underlining grave protection  

Fifteen school girls were killed in Rada’ town on 16 December when an improvised 
explosive device (IED) detonated at a checkpoint as their school bus passed. Ten other 
people died in the attack, reportedly carried out by AQAP. Local authorities closed 
schools for several days, leaving 12,500 students out of class. 

The attack represents a grave violation of child rights. In general, the protection situation 
in Al Bayda is deteriorating, and civilians are facing substantially greater risks due to the 
insecurity. For example, one village – home to 7,500 people before the conflict – was 
blockaded for several days in December, as a party to the conflict demanded that 
residents turn over opponents they suspected the village of harbouring. As a result, 
civilians who wished to flee the area were temporarily unable to do so.  

At one point, 10 schools and one health facility in Al Bayda were being occupied by 
militants, although all had been vacated by the end of December. Concerns over 
insecurity also led several health facilities to close, meaning that civilians must travel 
through unsafe areas to Rada’ City to reach care. A mobile clinic began visiting affected 

Map showing Rada’a town in Al Bayda Governorate 
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areas in early January to mitigate these risks, and partners have also dispatched an 
emergency surgical team to support Rada’ hospital.  

Violations of human rights and international humanitarian law – including targeting 
civilians or military use of civilian infrastructure like schools and hospitals – is 
unacceptable under any circumstances. Humanitarian partners call on all parties to 
respect their legal obligations and to facilitate civilian protection and access to impartial 
assistance at all times.   

Significant progress in fight against malnutrition 
Number of acutely malnourished children drops 16 per cent, to 840,000  

According to the latest Nutrition 
Cluster estimates, the number of 
acutely malnourished children (under 
age 5) in Yemen fell from 1 million at 
the end of 2013, to just over 840,000 
in December 2014. This represents a 
16 per cent decline. Over the same 
period, the number of severely 
acutely malnourished children – a 
subset of the total number of acutely 
malnourished children – fell even 
more substantially. In late 2013, 
partners estimated that 279,000 
children were severely acutely 
malnourished. By the end of 2014, 
this figure had dropped 40 per cent, to about 170,000.  

Improvements over the last year are mainly a result of expanding humanitarian 
assistance, higher admission rates for existing treatment programmes and better data. In 
2009, only 519 children were admitted to therapeutic feeding programmes. As these 
programmes expanded, admissions rose steadily, reaching 140,593 children in 2013. By 
the end of November 2014, 147,063 severely acutely malnourished children had been 
admitted to therapeutic feeding programmes that year. Altogether, partners are 
supporting 1,603 outpatient therapeutic nutrition programmes in Yemen and working with 
communities to promote better hygiene and sanitation. 
 

2014 general acute malnutrition by Governorate (%)  

Red: Critical (≥15%); Dark blue: Serious (≥10%) 

Number of Districts classified as “critical” 
or “serious” (of 333 total) 
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The number of children suffering from acute malnutrition has 
decreased by 16 per cent in the last year. Photo: UNOCHA 

Humanitarian activities 

have been critical to the 

fight against malnutrition, 

and continued aid is 

needed to consolidate 

these gains 

http://www.unocha.org/
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Critical or serious malnutrition levels persist in over half of Governorates 

Despite recent improvements, malnutrition remains a major problem in Yemen, mainly 
concentrated in the west and south-west coastal plains. Of 22 Governorates, 12 continue 
to experience levels of general acute malnutrition (GAM) that are serious (≥10 per cent) 
or critical (≥15 per cent). In Al Hudaydah, where some of the biggest improvements were 
recorded over the last year, the GAM rate nonetheless stands at 18 per cent – the highest 
Governorate-wide level in the country. Some locations – including densely populated 
Taizz and Ibb – saw increases in malnutrition while other parts of the country were 
improving. These facts demonstrate that recent improvements are only an initial step in 
tackling an entrenched challenge.  

Sustainability – and expansion – of improvements depends on aid 

Declines in the number of people suffering from acute malnutrition are encouraging and 
help demonstrate the efficacy of humanitarian assistance. However, these improvements 
remain largely dependent on humanitarian aid, meaning that gains could easily be 
reversed if aid flows are not maintained.   

At the same time, these improvements illustrate the need for simultaneous support for 
efforts to address the root causes of malnutrition in Yemen: scarcity of safe water and 
sanitation, prevalence of communicable diseases, weak access to health and nutrition 
services, and lack of awareness of optimal infant and child feeding practices.   

Humanitarian funding down $61 million in 2014 
Absolute funding 15 per cent lower in 2014 than previous year 

Funding for activities in the Yemen 
Humanitarian Response Plan (YHRP) fell 
15 per cent in 2014 compared to the 
previous year. In 2014, donors provided 
$335 million to YHRP activities, down from 
$396.2 million in 2013. Despite this absolute 
decline, relative funding levels were 
identical: both the 2013 and 2014 plans 
were 56 per cent funded.  

The relative decline in funding matched a 
similar decline in requirements, which were 
also 15 per cent lower in 2014 than in 2013. 
The reduced request did not reflect a 
decrease in needs, but an effort to produce 
a more narrowly targeted plan that partners 
had hoped would see higher funding levels. 
Donors in 2014 faced unprecedented humanitarian requirements globally, including major 
crises in Syria and surrounding countries, South Sudan and the Central African Republic.  

Partners move ahead on low-cost programmes with wide reach 

In the absence of full funding, partners have prioritized the most essential life-saving 
activities, as well as moved ahead with low-cost interventions that can reach high 
numbers of people. This trend is reflected in the December Humanitarian Dashboard, in 
which clusters often report having reached substantially higher proportions of people in 
need than might be expected in light of relatively low reported funding.  

The Dashboard provides a quick summary of how many people have benefited from 
cluster services. When looking at the results, it is important to bear in mind that just 
because a certain number of people have been reached, this does not imply that all their 
needs – or even their most urgent needs – have been met. For example, many clusters 
include wide-ranging outreach and advocacy activities as part of their work, such as 
media campaigns promoting good hygiene or nutrition practices. These activities tend to 
have low per-capita costs and reach many people.  

 

Total YHRP funding: 2013 vs. 2014 

 
Source: OCHA Financial Tracking Service 
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The nutrition situation in 

Yemen remains alarming: 

half of Districts have 

“serious” or “critical” rates 

of general acute 

malnutrition  

Partners need greater 

funding in order to meet 

all targets in the Yemen 

Humanitarian Response 

Plan  
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For further information, please contact:  
Trond Jensen, Head of Office, jensen8@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712222207 
Erich Ogoso, Public Information and Advocacy Officer, ogoso@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 831  
Signe Jepsen, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, jepsen@un.org, Tel. (+1) 917 367 2334 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at yemen.humanitarianresponse.info | www.reliefweb.int 

 

Cluster Funding level  
(% funding requirements 
received) 

People reached 
(% people targeted who 
received aid) 

Difference 
(Share of people 
reached vs funding) 

Food Security 54% 71% + 17% 

Nutrition 55% 102% + 47% 

WASH 57% 114% + 57% 

Health 44% 80% + 36% 

Refugees & Migrants 15% 109% + 94% 

Protection  43% 44% + 1% 

Shelter and NFIs 10% 93% + 83% 

Early Recovery 32% 28% - 4% 

Education 19% 46% + 27% 

 

Some urgent activities also have low per-capita costs, but are often limited in scope. For 
example, providing water to expelled Yemeni migrants arriving at the Al Tuwal border 
post fulfils an urgent need. Given that most migrants quickly move on, this service is not 
typically repeated for the same beneficiaries and so costs tend to be lower. More details 
on the degree to which individual cluster targets have been met – beyond the aggregate 
number of people – are available in YHRP Periodic Monitoring Reports. Partners also 
plan to adapt the Dashboard format in the 2015 reporting cycle.  

In brief 
24 migrants drowned off the Yemeni coast in late December 

Twenty-four Ethiopian migrants including women drowned and 10 others were rescued 
on 26 December after their boat capsized off the Yemeni coast, according to the 
Government. This incident brought to 264 the number of migrants who have drowned en 
route to Yemen in 2014. This is 70 per cent higher than the combined toll for the last 
three years of 179 people. 

More partners participating in the 2015 response plan 

The number of humanitarian partners participating in the 2015 YHRP review process has 
tripled from the number that participated in the 2012 YHRP. The 110 partners include 52 
national NGOs and foundations and 16 line ministries or local authorities. Participants in 
the coordinated response include UN agencies, Government line ministries, international 
and national NGOs, Yemeni civil society and community-based organizations, and Gulf-
based foundations. 

In 2014, at least 264 

migrants drowned en 

route to Yemen – 70 per 

cent more than over the 

last three years 

combined  

http://www.unocha.org/
mailto:jepsen@un.org
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/periodic-monitoring-report-2014-yemen-humanitarian-response-plan-1-january-1-july-2014

